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MEMPHIS 
— Riding high 
off a win over 

previous unbeat-
en Southwind, the 

Briarcrest Saints 
knew a rivalry show-
down was next on the 

agenda before a clash of titans 
with Brentwood Academy.

Boarding the bus on campus 
Friday evening to leave Eads, 
Saints Head Coach Phil Massey 
gave his players a not so subtle 
reminder about their opponent the 
Christian Brothers High School 
Purple Wave.

“We tried to tell our kids that 
they’re a very competitive, very 
physically tough team,” he said. 
“They do a great job. Their 
coaches do a great job so I knew 
they would be very prepared.”

The textbook October condi-
tions of mild temperatures and a 
mist gave the backdrop to Tom 
Nix Stadium on Landers Field 
for a classic. By the time the final 
whistle blew, the Saints marched 
out of Memphis still undefeated 
and survivors of a 29-28 decision.

“They played a hard fought 
game,” Massey said of the Purple 
Wave. “That’s what we told our 
kids before we even got on the 
bus to leave Briarcrest. It’s going 
to be a dogfight. I wasn’t too sure 
how much they believed it, but 
I know they believe it now. Cer-
tainly it was a hard-fought high 

school football game.”
Briarcrest (7-0, 2-0 in Division 

II-3A West) struck first with a Oc-
tavius Flynn 5 yard touchdown 
run to make the score 7-0 just 4 
minutes into the game. 

The Brothers (4-3, 0-2) came 
out the corner swinging a hay-
maker when quarterback Nate 
Brick threw a picture-perfect 
deep ball hitting receiver Chris-
tian Harris in stride. The connec-
tion deadlocked the game at 7-7 
midway through the first quarter.

Before the opening period 
concluded, Saints quarterback 
Cayden Dixon toss a pitch to Fly-
nn leading to his second TD of 
the night. Briarcrest was ahead 
14-7 entering the second quarter. 

The Purple Wave continued the 
trend of answering back with its 
passing attack. Brick’s next target 
was Trey Burse. The TD pass tied 
the game at 14-14 just a minute 
into the period. 

As both defenses held the op-
position for most of the quarter, 
Briarcrest had a breakthrough 
when Caden Sage caught a pass 
from Dixon setting up the Saints 
at the 1-yard line. Dixon did the 

honors a couple of plays later to 
regain the lead for Briarcrest. 

With 2 minutes and 36 seconds 
on the clock, CBHS had plenty of 
time to answer back again. Brick 
threw his third touchdown pass of 
the night. Ezra Caswell was on 
the receiving end of the TD with 
a minute and 24 ticks on the clock 
before halftime. 

The tally was deadlock at 21-
21 at the break. The Brothers re-
ceived the ball first in the second 
half and made a statement. Brick 
tossed his fourth touchdown 

pass   of the night. The 45-yard 
strike to Burse made the score 28-
21 in favor of CBHS with 8:19 on 
the clock. 

“Our head coach actually told 
us that before the game that we 
were going to be in for a dog-
fight,” Dixon acknowledged. “So 
we were ready for it.”

Briarcrest was stopped time 
and time again in the second half. 
The Purple Wave was neutralized 

Staff Report

COLLIERVILLE, Tenn. –  
When Collierville Police Officer 
Ethan Stewart arrived at the scene 
of a crash shortly after midnight 
July 5, there was little time to think.

A vehicle lay upside down on 
Houston Levee Road, south of 
Poplar Avenue, engulfed in flames. 
Inside, an unconscious man was 
trapped in the wreckage.

Stewart, working the midnight 
patrol shift, was the first officer to 
arrive.

He initially tried to pull the driv-
er through the driver’s-side win-
dow but was unable to free him. 
With smoke and flames spreading 
through the wreck, Stewart moved 
to the passenger side, crawled 
through the window of the over-
turned vehicle and reached the un-
conscious man.

Grabbing the driver’s ankles, 
Stewart pulled him through the 
front passenger window and out of 
the burning vehicle.

A second Collierville officer ar-
rived moments later and helped 
Stewart move the unconscious man 
farther away from the wreck.

The driver was taken by ambu-
lance to Regional One Health in 
Memphis, where he was initially 

listed in critical condition. After 
receiving treatment, his condition 
was upgraded to stable.

Stewart also required medical 
attention. He was taken to Baptist 
Memorial Hospital-Collierville for 
evaluation for smoke inhalation.

The rescue ultimately saved the 
man’s life.

For his actions, Stewart was rec-
ognized Sept. 9 with the Law En-
forcement Commendation Medal 
from the Isaac Shelby Chapter of 
the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion during the chapter’s monthly 
meeting.

Chapter President Mark Norris 
presented Stewart with the medal 
and a certificate during the cere-
mony.

The award recognizes Stewart’s 
actions at the July crash, where 
he entered a burning, overturned 
vehicle and pulled an unconscious 
stranger to safety.

In doing so, Stewart put himself 
in danger as he worked through 
smoke and flames to reach the 
trapped driver.

What began as a routine mid-
night patrol became a life-or-death 
rescue — one that earned Stewart 
recognition for his courage and his 
willingness to put another person’s 
life ahead of his own.
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Purple Wave athletes (above) fight for a couple of extra yards Friday night 
on the turf of Landers Field at Tom Nix Stadium against rival Briarcrest. 
The Saints were able to leave Memphis victorious 29-28; A Briarcrest 
player looks for an opening to throw the ball (inset, left) during the game 
Friday night.

Collierville Police Officer Ethan Stewart, left, receives the Law Enforcement Commendation Medal from Mark Norris, 
president of the Isaac Shelby Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution, on Sept. 9. Stewart was honored for 
rescuing a man from a burning, overturned vehicle on July 5. (Courtesy Photo)
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Collierville Police Officer Receives Law  
Enforcement Medal

Oh no, Brothers! 
Saints hold off CBHS with late two-
point conversion, remain unbeaten



Staff Report

The third annual Collier-
ville Schools Elementary 
Championships brought to-
gether runners from six Col-
lierville elementary schools 
for a day of cross country 
competition hosted by the 
Collierville Middle School 
and West Collierville Middle 
School cross country teams.

Collierville Elementary 
School captured the girls 
team championship, while 
Schilling Farms Elementary 
School won the boys title.

Collierville Elementa-
ry finished first in the girls 
competition with 36 points, 
followed by Crosswind El-
ementary with 48 and Tara 
Oaks Elementary with 51. 
Schilling Farms finished 
fourth with 82 points.

Evelyn White of Collier-
ville Elementary won the 
girls individual race with 
a time of 6 minutes, 53.12 
seconds. Tara Oaks’ Gar-
ner Hardwick finished sec-
ond in 7:20.15, followed by 

Crosswind’s Callie Harrell in 
7:27.05.

Other girls runners in the 

top 10 were Xena Mallahan 
of Crosswind, Evie Bauleke 
of Collierville Elementary, 

Sammie Workman of Tara 
Oaks, Olivia Parker of Col-
lierville Elementary, Cecelia 

Owens of Sycamore, Ju-
lie Byrd of Crosswind and 
Smera Uppuluri of Schilling 

Farms.
Schilling Farms won 

the boys team champion-
ship with 31 points, edging 
Crosswind Elementary by 
two points. Collierville Ele-
mentary finished third with 
95 points, one point ahead of 
Tara Oaks.

Crosswind’s Noah Mc-
Clellan won the boys individ-
ual race in 6:08.38. Schilling 
Farms runners Pranav Sudha-
kar and Kaushik Poli Reddy 
finished second and third, re-
spectively.

The remainder of the boys 
top 10 included Sycamore’s 
TJ Stage; Crosswind’s Pear-
son McWatters; Schilling 
Farms’ Aiyan Madhan Ku-
mar and Viraaj Arjun; and 
Crosswind’s August Kueh-
ner, Zachary Cline and Reid 
Bryant.

Organizers thanked the 
elementary school coaches, 
parents and volunteers, as 
well as the middle school 
athletes who helped host the 
championship

By Town of Collierville

The Town of Collier-
ville’s Christmas in Collier-
ville program was honored 
with a Downtown Destina-
tion (Non-Business) Award 
at the Main Street Collier-
ville Preservation Party on 
Saturday, Oct. 3.

The award recognizes 
the role Christmas in Col-
lierville plays in creating 
memorable experiences, 
supporting local businesses 
and helping define the char-
acter of the community.

From Public Services 
crews who spend weeks 
hanging hundreds of thou-

sands of lights to Parks and 
Recreation staff who cre-
ate holiday programming, 
along with employees who 
promote and support the 
event throughout the sea-
son, it takes a townwide ef-
fort to make it happen.

Christmas in Collierville 
is an example of what can 
happen when town employ-
ees work together to create 
something special for the 
community.

The 2026 Christmas  
in Collierville lineup will 
be announced Monday, 
Nov. 2.
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Young runners display their medals at the third annual Collierville Schools Elementary Championships, which brought together cross country 
athletes from six elementary schools. Schilling Farms Elementary won the boys team title, while Collierville Elementary captured the girls 
championship.

Photos Collierville Schools

Photo Town of Collierville

Christmas in Collierville Honored 
With Downtown Destination Award

Sycamore Elementary STEM  
Teacher Jenna Burke Named 2026-27 

Tennessee Teacher of the Year

Staff Reports

Annual loose leaf collec-
tion will begin Monday, Oct. 
12, earlier than previously 
announced, because of pro-
longed heat and drought con-
ditions this year.

The collection season will 
run through Feb. 26. Res-
idents should place leaves 
within 5 feet of the curb but 
keep piles out of streets and 
storm drains.

Only leaves will be col-
lected. Pine needles, sticks 
and other debris should not 
be included.

Residents also should keep 
leaf piles away from water 
meters, mailboxes, fire hy-
drants, light poles and oth-
er structures. Water meters 

should be kept completely 
clear of leaves. Residents 
may be responsible for water 
meter repair costs of up to 
$300 if a meter is damaged 
during collection.

Collection will follow res-
idents’ regular waste pickup 
schedules, although high leaf 
volumes or inclement weath-
er could cause delays.

Collected leaves will be 
ground into compost and 
made available to the pub-
lic from 8 a.m. to noon Sat-
urdays at the Solid Waste 
Transfer Station, 476 E. 
South St.

Residents are encouraged 
to place leaves correctly to 
help keep collection opera-
tions safe and efficient.

Loose leaf  
collection  

to begin Oct. 12

WORK COMPLETED: Pedestrian Bridge Maintenance Complete. The 
pedestrian bridge near Cox Park is officially back open as of Friday, 
October 2. The bridge recently underwent scheduled maintenance, 
including redecking, as part of ongoing improvements to the East-
brook Trail. And here’s something worth celebrating: our employ-
ees completed all of the work in house, saving the Town more than 
$20,000! - From planning to completing the work, our team contin-
ues to find ways to take care of our parks and trails. The Town thanks 
everyone for their patience while the bridge was temporarily closed. 
We hope you enjoy getting back out on the trail.

Photo Town of Collierville

Courtesy Collierville 
Schools

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The 
Tennessee Department of Ed-
ucation announced tonight 
during the annual Excellence 
in Education celebration that 
Jenna Burke, a STEM teacher 
from Sycamore Elementary 
School, has been named the 

2026-27 Teacher of the Year. 
Burke’s selection marks the 
second consecutive year a 
Collierville Schools educator 
has earned Tennessee’s high-
est teaching honor, follow-
ing Collierville High School 
math teacher Dr. Brandi De 
La Cruz’s recognition as the 
2025-26 Tennessee Teacher 
of the Year. With Burke’s se-
lection, Collierville Schools 
becomes the first Tennessee 
school district in 50 years 

to produce back-to-back 
Tennessee Teachers of the 
Year.

Burke, who has been 
teaching at Sycamore 
Elementary since 
2017, is known for 
her energetic, cre-
ative, and deeply 
intentional STEM 

classroom where 
students feel 

seen, chal-
lenged, 

e m -
pow-
ered, 
a n d 
ex-

cited to learn. Throughout 
her career, she has remained 
committed to developing in-
novative instructional prac-
tices that empower students 
to think critically, persevere, 
and prepare for a future that 
has yet to be defined. In her 
time at the school, she has 
transformed learning into 
a dynamic, engaging, and 
hands-on experience for all 
students. Burke emphasizes 
the importance of creating 
classrooms where mistakes 
are not feared but valued, and 
she believes the most mean-
ingful learning happens when 
students struggle, reflect, and 
try again. Through STEM 
education, Burke encourages 
students to develop curiosity, 
problem-solving skills, and a 
sense of responsibility.

“I’m honored to represent 
the incredible educators I 
work alongside every day,” 
said Burke. “There are so 
many fantastic teachers in 
our district, which makes 
this recognition especially 
meaningful. I love working 
with the people at Sycamore 
Elementary and across Col-
lierville Schools, and it has 

been an amazing opportu-
nity to continue growing as 
an educator. I’m excited for 
the chance to keep learning, 
stay curious, and hopefully 
make an even bigger impact 
through this role.”

“Jenna is the kind of 
teacher every student hopes 
to have,” said Director of 
Schools Dr. Russell Dyer. 
“She genuinely loves work-
ing with children, believes 
deeply in their potential, and 
works incredibly hard to 
create meaningful learning 
experiences that prepare stu-
dents for the future. Her inno-
vative approach to teaching, 
combined with her unwaver-
ing dedication to her students 
and the profession, has made 
a lasting impact on countless 
children. We are proud to cel-
ebrate this recognition and 
grateful that she is represent-
ing Collierville Schools and 
the state of Tennessee.”

Burke will represent Ten-
nessee in the National Teach-
er of the Year competition 
and serve as an ambassador 
for education in the state 
throughout the 2026-27 
school year.

Collierville Elementary Schools Compete  
in Annual Cross Country Championship
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Say You  read It In The   
Collierville Herald-Independent!

Staff Reports

Registration is open for 
the 11th annual Race for the 
‘Ville Glow Run, scheduled 
for Nov. 7 at West Collier-
ville Middle School.

The event will feature a 
timed 5K Glow Run and a 
one-mile Family Fun Run. 
Participants who do not 
want to run can register as 
Spirit Runners.

Proceeds from the event 

will benefit the Collierville 
Schools Family Resource 
Center, which provides sup-
port to local students and 

families.
Early-bird registration 

pricing is available through 
Oct. 9.

Registration Open  
for 11th Annual Race  

for the ‘Ville

Scan This Code  
to visit us  

online, or go to: 
www.colliervilleherald.news

PUBLIC NOTICE: Cellco Partnership and its controlled  
affiliates doing business as Verizon Wireless (Verizon  
Wireless) is proposing to construct a 49-foot (overall height) 
replacement concrete street light pole located at 679 Wolf  
River Blvd - SCELL, Collierville, Shelby County, Tennessee  
38017 (35° 5’ 4.2576”N, 89° 41’ 2.0256”W). This is a second  
notice being published to provide the finalized overall height.  
Public comments regarding potential effects from this site 
on historic properties may be submitted within 30-days from 
the date of this publication to A. Broadhurst, Terracon, 11555 
Clay Road, Suite 100, Houston, TX 77043; 713-329-2529; 
ashley.broadhurst@terracon.com. Reference Terracon  
Project No. 92257279.

Staff Reports

Local artists are invited 
to apply for an opportunity 
to showcase their work at 
the Morton Museum of Col-
lierville History through the 
museum’s Community Art 
Gallery.

The program is open to 
artists working in a variety 
of mediums, including paint-
ing, photography and mixed 
media. The gallery provides 
local artists an opportunity to 
share their work and creative 
perspectives with the Col-
lierville community.

Applications are currently 
being accepted. Artists can 
find the application on the 
Town of Collierville’s web-
site or through the LinkTree 
in the museum’s Instagram 
bio.

More information about 
the Community Art Gallery 
and the application process 
is available on the Morton 
Museum’s Community Art 

Galleries webpage: https://
www.colliervilletn.gov/ 
g o v e r n m e n t / t o w n - 
d e p a r t m e n t s / m o r t o n - 
m u s e u m / e x h i b i t i o n s / 
community-art-galleries.

The museum encourag-
es local artists interested in 
participating to submit their 
work for consideration.

Morton Museum  
accepting applications  

for Community Art Gallery

Subscribe to  
Collierville’s  
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The Collierville 
Herald  

Independent
and receive it  

every Thursday 
 in your mailbox. 

Subscribe  
today!  

901.476.7116

Don’t Forget About Your 
Lawn This Fall

F all is finally here! 
After a hot and 
dry summer, I am 

sure we are all looking for-
ward to some relief from the 
extreme heat. Over the past 
couple of months, I have 
noticed that many lawns 
have suffered due to the 
excessive heat and lack of 
moisture. I have also seen 
this in my non-irrigated 
Bermuda lawn as well.

Fall is the perfect time to 
give your lawn a head start 
for the spring and summer 
growing seasons. One of the 
most important components 
of lawn maintenance is 
choosing the correct fertil-
izer. The best way to deter-
mine the levels of nitrogen 
(N), phosphorus (P), and 
potassium (K) your lawn 
requires is by soil testing.

Fall is also an ideal time 
to apply lime if recom-
mended by your soil test. 
Potassium can aid   in im-
proving a lawn’s ability 
to tolerate environmental 
stresses, including cold 
temperatures and disease, 
when applied according to 
soil-test recommendations. 
There is generally no need 
to apply nitrogen fertiliz-
er to warm-season grasses 
as they begin to slow their 

growth in the fall. Nitrogen 
applications are best timed 
for periods when the grass 
is actively growing.

Additionally, winter 
weeds will be emerging 
soon! Applying a pre-emer-
gence herbicide in the fall 
can help prevent many win-
ter annual weeds from be-
coming established in your 
lawn. Both granular and liq-
uid products are available. 
Always read and follow the 
product label carefully, and 
make sure the herbicide is 
appropriate for your partic-
ular type of grass.

Keep in mind that 
warm-season grasses, such 
as Bermuda and Zoysia, 
will begin to slow down 
as temperatures become 
cooler. Continue mowing 
at the recommended height 

for your particular grass. 
As temperatures cool and 
grass growth slows, reduce 
the frequency of irrigation 
while continuing to moni-
tor your lawn for drought 
stress.

A little fall maintenance 
goes a long way toward 
helping your lawn enter 
winter in good condition 
and be ready for a healthy 
start in the spring.

For questions about fall 
lawn care, please call me at 
901-752-1207. Enjoy fall 
and happy gardening! 

© 2026. Written by Dr. 
Chris Cooper, Horticul-
ture Specialist, UT Shelby 
County Extension. Host 
of The  Family Plot: Gar-
dening in the Mid-South 
(WKNO/Channel 10).



CHURCH DIRECTORY

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
730 S BYHALIA RD

(901)853-9952

BAPTIST

CHRIST COMMUNITY BAPTIST
850 PETERSON LAKE RD

(901)853-0031

COLLIERVILLE FIRST BAPTIST
830 NEW BYHALIA RD

(901)853-2668

COLLIERVILLE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
339 E POPLAR
(901)848-7945

COVENANT BAPTIST
3170 S HOUSTON LEVEE RD

(901)853-0700

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
945 QUINN RD
(901)854-2411

FOREST HILL BAPTIST
3645 FOREST HILL IRENE RD

(901)754-5418

GERMANTOWN BAPTIST
9450 POPLAR AVE

(901)756-9450

KIRK BAPTIST
6365 RALEIGH-LAGRANGE RD

(901)813-8419

KOREAN BAPTIST
9650 E SHELBY DR

(901)755-5737

LANDMARK BAPTIST CHURCH
10540 COLLIERVILLE RD

(901)231-4141

MT OLIVE #1 BAPTIST
92 S COLLIERVILLE-ARLINGTON RD

(901)853-0354

MT OLIVE BAPTIST
283 KEOUGH DR
(901)853-0821

MT. ZION #1
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

300 MT. ZION RD
(901) 853-0380

MT ZION BAPTIST #2
45 GOOD SPRINGS LOOP

(901)853-0534
 

NEW SHELBY MISSIONARY BAPTIST
1059 BRAY STATION RD

(901)853-9302
PETERSON LAKE BAPTIST
832 PETERSON LAKE RD

(901)277-6062

PIPERTON BAPTIST
205 E OLD STATE LINE DR

(901)853-1711

ST LUKE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
685 KNOX RD
(901)853-1959

ST MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST
363 SYCAMORE RD

(901)853-9271

UNITY MISSIONARY BAPTIST
132 E POPLAR AVE

(901)854-2618

WRIGHT CHAPEL 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST

1085 HWY 193
(901)853-7020

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF THE  
INCARNATION

360 BRAY STATION RD
(901)853-7468

CHRISTIAN

COLLIERVILLE CHRISTIAN
707 S BYHALIA RD

(901)853-4176

KIRKS CHRISTIAN
6070 RALEIGH-  
LAGRANGE DR
(901)853-0867

NEW DIRECTION CHRISTIAN
114 E US HWY 72

(901)854-7145

OAK LANE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
10611 COLLIERVILLE ROAD

(901)757-0921
SENIOR PASTOR  
JEFF WHITLOCK

THE FORMER MEMPHIS  
KOREAN CHURCH OF CHRIST LOCATION 

PEOPLE’S CHRISTIAN  
FELLOWSHIP

628 CHANEY DR
(901)854-2264

CHURCH OF CHRIST

COLLIERVILLE CHURCH  
OF CHRIST

575 SHELTON RD
(901)853-9827

 
EAST SHELBY CHURCH  

OF CHRIST
4700 MAYFIELD RD W

(901)759-1242

POWELL RD CHURCH  
OF CHRIST

326 W POWELL RD
(901)854-6816

CHURCH OF GOD

CORNERSTONE CHURCH  
OF GOD  

IN CHRIST
1350 HWY 196 S
(901)853-9117

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH  
OF GOD IN CHRIST

451 QUINN RD
(901)854-0312

NEW LIFE CHURCH OF GOD
261 S COLLIERVILLE- 

ARLINGTON RD
(901)850-1771

EPISCOPAL

HOLY APOSTLES EPISCOPAL
1380 WOLF RIVER BLVD

(901)937-3830
 

SAINT ANDREWS  
EPISCOPAL

106 WALNUT ST
(901)853-0425

EVANGELICAL

REDEEMER EVANGELICAL
3100 S HOUSTON LEVEE RD

(901)861-6910

HOLINESS

BETHEL TABERNACLE
235 PATRICK DR
(901)853-3739

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
850 N COLLIERVILLE

ARLINGTON RD
(901)861-1927

LUTHERAN

EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
202 W. POPLAR AVENUE  

FAITH LUTHERAN – LCMS
507 NEW BYHALIA RD

(901)853-4673

METHODIST

BETHEL METHODIST
3730 HWY 194
(901)853-4389

COLLIERVILLE UNITED  
METHODIST

454 W POPLAR AVE
(901)853-8383

COLLIERVILE UNITED  
METHODIST

104 N ROWLETT ST
(901)853-4945

PEACE TREE UNITED  
METHODIST

9315 E SHELBY DR
(901)737-3776

 
PIPERTON UNITED  

METHODIST
785 HWY 57 E
(901)853-2654

ST. JAMES CHRISTIAN  
METHODIST EPISCOPAL

569 HARRIS ST
(901)853-2074

MORMON

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST  
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

580 COLLIERVILLE  
ARLINGTON RD
(901)861-0541

PENTECOSTAL

COLLIERVILLE FIRST  
PENTECOSTAL

10545 COLLIERVILLE RD
(901)850-2131

PRESBYTERIAN

COLLIERVILLE  
PRESBYTERIAN

202 W POPLAR AVE
(901)853-4226

ST. PATRICK PRESBYTERIAN
710 W WHITE RD

(901)861-3803

WOLF RIVER  
PRESBYTERIAN

261 S COLLIERVILLE- 
ARLINGTON RD
(901)853-5556

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

ABUNDANT GRACE  
MINISTRIES

9239 HOLMES RD
(901)753-8772

CENTRAL CHURCH
2005 E WINCHESTER BLVD

(901)888-4673

COLLIERVILLE BIBLE
806 WOLF RIVER BLVD

(901)854-2500

COMMUNITY
1185 E SCHILLING BLVD

(901)853-7973

DWELLING PLACE
449 US HWY 72
(901)620-5730

GRACE CROSSING
10576 COLLIERVILLE RD

(901)853-3503

HIGHPOINT CHURCH  
COLLIERVILLE

1035 WINCHESTER BLVD
(901)850-0012

ORCHARD FELLOWSHIP
3690 S HOUSTON LEVEE RD

(901)316-5664

TOWN SQUARE VINEYARD
360 NEW BYHALIA RD

2082 W Poplar Ave • Collierville, TN

901.854.3600
landersfordmemphis.com
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901.853.2200
www.maximusbuildingsupply.com

Locally Owned & Operated by Richard Cooper with Michael Head and Steve Martin as his business partners

212 W. HWY 72
Collierville, TN 38017

NEED A PLACE TO WORSHIP? CHOOSE ONE OF THESE LOCAL CONGREGATIONS
Lessons From  

the Coaching Chair: 

Trusting God Before We 
Have the Answers

I like to know how things are going to turn 
out. If there is a problem, I want a plan. If 
there is a decision to make, I want enough 

facts to feel good about it. And if I’m honest, I 
would prefer that God show me the whole road 
before asking me to take the next step.

Life rarely works that way.
A car breaks down. A bill arrives that we weren’t 

expecting. Someone we love needs help, and we 
don’t know what kind of help to give. We pray, 
but by bedtime we are still turning the same 
questions over in our minds.

Charles Swindoll’s little book, Perfect Trust, 
deals with trusting God in those unsettled places. 
It raises a question worth sitting with: Can we 
trust Him when we cannot see what He is doing?

That question hits close to home for me. I 
can talk about faith on Sunday and still spend 
Monday trying to carry every concern myself. 
Sometimes I catch myself thinking that if I worry 
long enough, I will somehow find the answer.

Usually, I just lose sleep.
Proverbs 3:5–6 tells us, “Trust in the LORD with 

all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths” (KJV).

I notice that the passage does not promise a 
full explanation. It tells us where to place our 
trust and whom to seek as we go.

That matters when we talk about money. A 
family can make a careful budget and still face 
an unexpected expense. Someone can work hard 
and still wonder about the future of a job. Doing 
our part does not give us control over every 
outcome.

We still need to do our part. Open the bills. 
Look at the numbers. Have the conversation 
we have been putting off. Ask for help when we 
need it. Trusting God belongs right there in those 
ordinary choices.

In financial coaching, we often begin by 
sorting out what a person can do today. Suppose 
someone is worried about paying off debt. We 
can put the balances on paper and find room for 
a payment this month. The entire debt may take 
years to clear, but today’s task becomes a little 
easier to see.

I need that reminder in my own life, too. When 
I lump every concern together, even a small 
task feels heavy. Prayer helps me bring those 
concerns to God and ask for wisdom about what 
comes next.

Some questions will still be unanswered when 
I turn out the light tonight. I may wish I had 
more certainty. But I can thank God for carrying 
me through today, ask for His help tomorrow, and 
get some rest.

There will be time for the next step when 
morning comes.

About the Author:
Bill White is a financial coach and 

founder of Peacebridge Financial 
Coaching. He helps individuals 
and families gain clarity, create a 
practical plan, and move forward 
with confidence. He can be reached 

at 901-205-9674, bill@peacebridgecoaching.
com, or peacebridgecoaching.com.

Anchored in Truth
by Bill White

A4 •  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2026 WWW.COLLIERVILLEHERALD.NEWS

WANT TO ADVERTISE HERE?  
Call 901.476.7116
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ADVERTISE 
WITH  

The Bartlett Express, 
The Collierville 

Herald-Independent,  
The Millington 
Star and The 

Germantown News  
& Shelby Sun Times

BY PLACING  
AN AD IN  

The Shopper News 
Classifieds!

(901) 476-7116

YOUR SERVICE 
AD COULD 
 BE HERE!  

CALL  
901-476-7116

SHOPPER NEWS CLASSIFIEDS  •  RICHARDSON MEDIA GROUP  •  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2026

AUTO AUCTIONS

AUTO AUCTIONS

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

REMIT TO: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134  
CALL (901) 476-7116

YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
AD COULD 
BE HERE!  

CALL 
901.476.7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

901.476.7116Ca
ll 

to
 p

la
ce

 
yo

ur
 ad

 to
da

y!

Your low-cost classified ad in The 
Bartlett Express, The Germantown 
News & Shelby Sun Times, The 
Collierville Herald Independent or 
The Millington Star will help turn 
your unwanted items into CASH.

 
Line classifieds are only $30/week 

for up to 5 lines (140 characters)  
to run in all four papers. 

Display ads are also available for 
$28/column-inch/week for all four 

papers or $12/column-inch for  
individual papers (4-inch minimum).

2017 FORD FUSION
3FA6P0HD0HR156912

 A Ladies Wrecker 
Service:

709 S. Dudley,  Memphis, TN 38104

901.686.3737

The following vehicles will be 
sold at auction on 

OCTOBER 11, 2026 

Paul & Crew 
Towing LLC 

711 S. Dudley,  Memphis, TN 38104

901.632.2320

2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
 2D4RN5DX9AR379782

2013 NISSAN PATHFINDER
5N1AR2MN0DC651060

2023 NISSAN SENTRA 
3N1AB8DV3PY257191

2001 BUICK 
1G4HP54K014271945

2016 NISSAN SENTRA BLUE 
  3N1AB7AP0GY267046

2010 FORD F-150
1FTFX1EV6AKE60866

The following vehicles will be 
sold at auction on 

OCTOBER 11, 2026 

2011 BUICK REGAL 
VIN # W04GP5EC3B1031759

2014 INFINITI Q5S
VIN # JN1BV7AP3EM679411

2010 NISSAN ALTIMA
VIN # 1N4AL2EP6AC166655

2011 KIA SPORTAGE 
VIN # KNDPC3A26B7034347

2012 HONDA FIT 
VIN # JHMGE8H51CC006535

2010 FORD EDGE 
VIN # 2FMDK3KC7ABA61345

1999 GM SONOMA
VIN # 1GTCS1448X8531677

2024 VOLKSWAGEN TAOS
VIN # 3VV5X7B28RM016712

2020 HONDA CIVIC
VIN # 19XFC1F36LE002081

10-22-26 AT 9 A.M.

The Following  
Vehicles Will Be Sold On

A&A TOWING
4000 N. WATKINS

901-357-3330

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2009 NISS ALT  
VIN# 1N4AL21EX9C119984

2013 NISS ROG  
VIN# JN8AS5MT9DW006340

2005 TOYT SNA  
VIN# 5TDBA22C85S048438

1997 CHEV THA  
VIN# 1GNEK13R2VJ382993

2019 VOLK JET  
VIN# 3VWCB7BU2KM162239

2015 FORD FUSION  
VIN# 3FA6P0HDXFR207149

2012 HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
VIN# 1HD4LE216CC439670

2012 INF G37  
VIN# JN1CV6AP5CM627211

2015 VOLK PAS  
VIN# 1VWAT7A36FC086156

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 

10/28/2026:

JH4CU2F66AC000205  
2010 ACURA TSX 

3FADP4BJ9GM137977  
2016 FORD FIESTA 

WDDHF8JBXDA670855  
2013 MERCEDES-BENZ E-CLASS 

2T3W1RFV0RW358772  
2024 TOYOTA RAV4 

1FAHP24W38G151108  
2008 FORD TAURUS 

KNDJT2A60D7612058  
2013 KIA SOUL  

3VV5C7B23SM060568  
2025 VOLKSWAGEN TAOS   

2GTEC290491112961 
2009 GMC SIERRA 1500 

3N8AP6DC8SL336528  
2025 NISSAN KICKS 

1GCNCPEX0CZ188224  
2012 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 

1N4AL2EP8CC253444  
2012 NISSAN ALTIMA 

4K7S81357WC004244  
1998 HOMD 4K7

NOVEMBER 8, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

HAVE  LOCAL NEWS TO SHARE? EMAIL IT TO:  
JENNIFERDESHAZO@MAGICVALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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See This Week’s 
Answers In Next 
Week’s Edition 
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HEALTH INSPECTIONS — Collierville — week of September 29–October 5, 2026

Three Collierville restaurants ordered  
to stop using coolers

Firebirds prep unit reads 60 degrees, Sonic 52; Kami Ramen dishwasher still unfixed
COLLIERVILLE — Inspectors ordered refrigeration 

units out of service at two Collierville restaurants on Oc-
tober 1 and found a third still operating a dishwasher that 
does not sanitize, all during follow-up inspections.

Firebirds Wood Fired Grill, 4600 Merchants Park Cir., 
Suite 101, scored 94 after prep cooler #4 was found read-
ing 60 degrees. The report directs that the cooler not be 
used until it is repaired and can consistently maintain 41 
degrees or colder. The inspector also found a scoop stored 
with its handle lying on cooked pasta, clean plates and 
bowls not inverted, a leaking dishwasher, damaged floor 
tiles, and dust and food buildup through the kitchen.

Sonic Drive-In, 3790 S. Houston Levee Rd., scored 93 
after prep cooler #2 was found reading 52 degrees, with 
the same instruction not to use it until repaired. The report 
also cites wiping cloths on the counter, rusty walk-in cool-
er shelves, syrup residue on the slush machine, grease on 
kitchen equipment, stained walls and ceiling tiles, rusted 
air vents, an unshielded light, and an expired permit that 
must be paid within 48 hours.

Kami Ramen, 875 W. Poplar Ave., Suite 22, scored 94, 
up from 73 on September 21. The raw squid found stored 
in the kitchen hand sink, the raw chicken stored above 
produce and the date marking spanning August 2 through 

September 10 are all gone from the report. But the dish-
washer is still not dispensing sanitizer, carrying the same 
instruction to repair it and sanitize only in the three-com-
partment sink in the meantime — the identical finding 
from two weeks ago.

The three inspections were the only Collierville reports 
posted for the week of September 29 through October 5.

Inspection reports are public record. Complete reports 
for all Tennessee establishments are available at inspec-
tions.myhealthdepartment.com/tennessee.

This Week’s Inspections  
at a Glance
 
Collierville health inspections, September 29-October 
5, 2026. Source: Tennessee Department of Health / 
Shelby County Health Department.

Sonic Drive-In — 3790 S. Houston Levee Rd.
Food service, follow-up, October 1 — Score: 93
Prep cooler #2 reading 52 degrees. Asked not to use 
the prep cooler until it is repaired and can maintain 41 
degrees or colder at all times.
Wiping cloths stored on the counter in the kitchen.
Rusty shelves in the walk-in cooler.
Syrup residue buildup on the slush machine.
Grease buildup on the exterior of the kitchen equip-

ment.
Stained walls throughout the kitchen.
Stained ceiling tiles throughout the kitchen.
Rusted air vents with dust buildup throughout the 
restaurant.
Unshielded light in the kitchen.
Permit is expired and must be paid within 48 hours.
Asked to provide a no-smoking sign at the entrance.
Kami Ramen — 875 W. Poplar Ave., Suite 22
Food service, follow-up, October 1 — Score: 94 (up 
from 73 on September 21)
Missing internal thermometers in all coolers and 
freezers.
Unlabeled food containers.
Wiping cloths stored on a rolling cart.
Clean bowls not properly inverted.
Dishwasher not dispensing sanitizer. Asked to re-

pair the dishwasher and sanitize dishes only in the 
three-compartment sink until it is repaired.
Food buildup on the floors.
Firebirds Wood Fired Grill — 4600 Merchants Park 
Cir., Suite 101
Food service, follow-up, October 1 — Score: 94
Prep cooler #4 reading 60 degrees. Asked to ensure 
the cooler maintains 41 degrees or colder at all times 
and not to use it until it is repaired.
Scoop used for cooked pasta stored with the handle 
lying on the pasta.
Clean plates and bowls not properly inverted.
Dishwasher leaking; asked to repair to prevent water 
on the floor.
Damaged floor tiles throughout the kitchen.
Dust buildup on the ceiling tiles and walls.
Food buildup on the floors throughout the kitchen.

M ost weeks, a 
newspaper has a 
fairly short life 

on the kitchen table. You 
read it, perhaps pass it along 
to someone else, and even-
tually make room for the 
next one. But every so often, 
something in those pages be-
comes worth keeping.

Maybe it is a photograph 
of your grandchild at a ball-
game, a story about the fam-
ily business or an obituary 
that captures something of a 
person you loved. What we 
put together on a deadline 
becomes something a family 
holds onto for decades.

This is National News-
paper Week, observed Oct. 
4–10, and it seems like a 
good opportunity to reflect 
on what newspapers mean 
to the communities they 
serve—not just as business-

es, but as a part of everyday 
life that is easy to take for 
granted.

At Richardson Media 
Group, our newspapers 
serve communities across 
Tennessee. Each town has 
its own identity, its own 
concerns, and its own sto-
ries worth telling. Sharing 
a printing plant and other 
resources helps us get the 
work done, but the purpose 
of each newspaper remains 
local. Readers want to know 
what is happening where 
they live.

A few weeks ago, I 
wrote about the storm that 
knocked our printing plant 
in Huntingdon out of com-
mission. We worked through 
a power outage, internet 
problems and equipment 
trouble before finally getting 
newspapers rolling again. It 
was frustrating for our staff 
and for readers whose pa-
pers arrived late.

But there is a consider-
able difference between a 
newspaper arriving late and 
a newspaper never arriving 

again.
Across the country, that 

second situation has become 
painfully common. North-
western University’s Medill 
School of Journalism report-
ed in its 2025 State of Local 
News study that nearly 3,500 
newspapers had ceased 
printing since 2005—almost 
40 percent of the nation’s 
local newspapers over those 
two decades.

Some publications have 
moved online, and not ev-
ery lost newspaper leaves a 
community without report-
ing. But Medill identified 
more than 200 counties 
with no locally based news 
source and more than 1,500 
others with only one remain-
ing, usually a weekly news-
paper. Nearly 80 percent of 
those “news desert” counties 
were rural.

That term sounds rather 
clinical until you consider 
what it means.

A town doesn’t stop hav-
ing news just because its 
newspaper closes. There 
are still school events, ball-

games, new businesses, 
emergencies, and families 
with stories worth sharing. 
Public meetings still hap-
pen, and decisions still need 
explaining. The question 
becomes who will do the 
work of finding out what 
happened and telling every-
one else.

It is tempting to assume 
the internet will handle that. 
Digital journalism certain-
ly has an important place, 
including in our own work. 
But Medill found that dig-
ital-only local news outlets 
remain concentrated in met-
ropolitan areas and have not 
replaced the reporting lost 
elsewhere. A website can de-
liver a story, but somebody 
still has to produce it.

The same is true of social 
media. Sharing informa-
tion is useful, but sharing 
a report and reporting it in 
the first place are different 
jobs. Someone has to make 
the calls, check the details, 
ask the follow-up questions 
and take responsibility when 
something needs correcting.

That work is not always 
glamorous. Neither is de-
signing pages, selling ad-
vertising, running a press 
or preparing newspapers for 
delivery. Our recent printing 
troubles were a reminder of 
how much effort happens 
out of sight, and how dedi-
cated our people are to get-
ting the finished newspaper 
into readers’ hands.

I’m grateful for that dedi-
cation. I’m also grateful for 
the subscribers and adver-
tisers who make it possible. 
National Newspaper Week 
recognizes all of those con-
tributions, because local 
journalism depends on more 
than the person whose name 
appears above a story.

We also have a responsi-
bility to earn that support. A 
newspaper should be useful, 
accurate and interested in 
its community. We should 
listen when readers sug-
gest a story, raise a concern 
or point out something we 
missed. Supporting local 
journalism should not mean 
lowering expectations for it.

But appreciation has to 
become participation some-
where along the way. Buy-
ing an issue because your 
child is pictured in it is won-
derful. A subscription helps 
make sure someone will be 
there to photograph the next 
group of children, too.

So, to our subscribers, 
thank you. Encourage a 
friend or family member 
to join you. To our adver-
tisers, thank you for choos-
ing to reach your neighbors 
through these pages. And 
when readers patronize 
those businesses, mention-
ing an advertisement they 
saw helps those businesses 
understand the value of their 
support.

I don’t believe small-town 
newspapers are something 
we should simply accept 
losing. The communities we 
serve are still full of people 
worth knowing and stories 
worth telling.

Keep the clippings that 
matter to your family. Help 
keep the newspaper that 
makes them possible.

THE PAPER WE KEEP

Huey’s Wins at Tennessee Hospitality & Tourism  
Association’s Stars of the Industry Awards

MEMPHIS (September 25, 
2026) - Tennessee Hospitality & 
Tourism Association (TNHTA) cel-
ebrated the outstanding individuals 
and teams driving the state’s hospi-
tality sector at the annual Stars of 
the Industry Awards, held Sept. 17 
in Gatlinburg, TN.

Huey’s was honored to repre-
sent Memphis in front of hundreds 
of hospitality professionals from 
across the state of Tennessee, with 
three of their team members cho-
sen out of 375K hospitality em-
ployees statewide. Huey’s was 
awarded: Restaurant Employee of 
the Year (Brian Davis, 20+ years 
with Huey’s), General Manager of 
the Year (Reiko French-Whitting-
ton, nearly 20 years with Huey’s), 
and Restaurateur of the Year (Ash-
ley Boggs Robilio, 30+ years with 
Huey’s).

Ashley Boggs Robilio, President 
of Huey’s, shared, “It’s really an 
honor for our team to be recognized 
throughout the whole state of TN. 
It’s a testament to the work they 
put in, and to the city of Memphis, 
which continues to lift us up. We’re 

very grateful for everyone’s support 
and hope we can continue repre-
senting our city’s incredible hospi-
tality industry for years to come.”

From hotel housekeepers to ex-
ecutive chefs, front desk agents to 
tourism leaders, the awards high-
light those who go above and be-
yond to deliver unforgettable expe-
riences across the state.

Tennessee Tourism by the 
Numbers

Tennessee’s tourism eco- 
nomy continues to set records. Vis-
itor spending has grown 40% since 
2018—nearly double the national 
growth rate of 22%—and reached a 
record $32.5 billion in direct visitor 
spending in 2025.

In 2025:
• 150 million visits were made to 

Tennessee.
• $32.5 billion was generated in 

direct visitor spending, up 2.7% 
year over year.

• $89 million was spent by visi-
tors each day.

• $3.3 billion in state and local tax 
revenue was generated by tourism.

• $1,180 was saved in annual tax-
es by the average Tennessee house-
hold as a result of tourism-generat-
ed revenue.

The long-standing event under-
scores the industry’s vital role not 
only in Tennessee’s economy, but 
in shaping the millions of travel 
experiences that define the state’s 
signature spirit of hospitality and 
unmatched service.

About Huey’s
Huey’s has been serving up blues, 

brews, and burgers since 1970. In 
this local, family-owned restaurant, 
you’ll find a casual setting and laid-
back atmosphere, where entertain-
ment includes writing on graffiti 
walls and listening to live music ev-
ery Sunday. Huey’s has been voted 

Best Burger in Memphis every year 
since 1984 in Memphis Magazine 
and is also known for their commit-
ment to the Memphis community 
that supports and sustains them.

Website: 
http://www.hueyburger.com/
Facebook: facebook.com/
HueysRestaurants 
Instagram: @HueysRestaurant 
About the Tennessee Hospital-

ity & Tourism Association (TN-
HTA)

The Tennessee Hospitality & 
Tourism Association is the voice of 
the state’s hospitality industry, rep-
resenting hotels, restaurants, attrac-
tions, and tourism partners across 
all 95 counties. TNHTA advocates 
for policies that support industry 
growth, provides professional de-
velopment and workforce resources, 
and celebrates the people and places 
that make Tennessee a world-class 
destination. Through collaboration, 
education, and recognition, TNHTA 
empowers its members to thrive and 
helps ensure the continued success 
of Tennessee’s vibrant hospitality 
and tourism economy.

Huey’s representatives celebrate three honors at the Tennessee Hospitality & Tour-
ism Association’s Stars of the Industry Awards, held Sept. 17 in Gatlinburg. Brian Da-
vis was named Restaurant Employee of the Year, Reiko French-Whittington earned 
General Manager of the Year, and Ashley Boggs Robilio received Restaurateur of the 
Year..

Submitted Photo
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BUSINESS  
DIRECTORY

CALL 901-476-7116 TO INCLUDE YOUR BUSINESS

GREAT NEWS!
IN THE PAST 24 MONTHS, WE HAVE HELPED 30 FAMILIES 
OBTAIN MEDICAID BENEFITS FOR THEIR LOVED ONES 
WHO REQUIRE NURSING HOME CARE.

Call Cox Law Office today for a consultation.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL A CRISIS OCCURS. LET US HELP 
YOU PLAN TO ESTABLISH MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY.

Past results do not guarantee future outcomes. Every Medicaid application is dependent upon the 
client’s unique facts, financial circumstances, eligibility, and applicable law.

COX LAW 
OFFICE

901.853.3500 
149 S. Rowlett, 
Collierville, 38017 
coxelderlaw.com

the rest of the game by the 
Saints’ defense. 

The Saints took over 

possession one more time 
late in the fourth quarter.

“It was fourth down 
and about 18,” Massey re-
called. “We just wanted 
our offensive line to give 
(Dixon) some protection. If 
we give him time, we know 

JD could get open. We had 
to have proper spacing and 
all the receivers did their 
responsibilities. We have 
confidence in Cayden in 
that moment to deliver the 
ball.”

On the 33-yard line and 

facing fourth and long, 
Dixon hit a leaping JD 
Donaldson over the middle 
in front of a pair of Purple 
Wave defenders. Donald-
son caught the 

FOOTBALL,  
Continued from A1

Staff Report

Local high school and 
middle school students have 
an opportunity to compete 
for scholarships through two 
annual Veterans of Foreign 
Wars youth contests.

The VFW Voice of De-
mocracy audio-essay contest 
is open to students in grades 
nine through 12. This year’s 
theme is “What a Veteran 

Taught Me About Ameri-
ca.” Students must submit a 
three- to five-minute record-
ed essay along with an offi-
cial entry form. The national 
first-place winner receives 
a $35,000 college scholar-
ship, with additional national 
awards ranging from $1,000 
to $21,000.

Middle school students 
in grades six through eight 
can enter the VFW Patriot’s 

Pen essay contest, which 
also uses the theme “What 
a Veteran Taught Me About 
America.” Essays must be 
300 to 400 words. The na-
tional first-place winner re-
ceives $5,000, with more 
than $1 million in awards 
available nationwide.

The deadline for both con-
tests is midnight Oct. 31, 
2026. Entries for the local 
VFW Post 5066 competition 

should be submitted to 347 
S. Center St. in Collierville.

Entry forms are avail-
able through the VFW 
youth scholarship program 
- Visit: https://www.vfw.org/ 
communi ty /youth-and- 
e d u c a t i o n / y o u t h - 
scholarships?

For assistance with ei-
ther contest, contact Dave at 
(901) 277-4710 or Teresa at 
(901) 848-4440.

VFW Offers Scholarships 
Through Youth Essay Contests

CBHS quarterback Nate Brick escaped the clutches of Briarcrest linebacker Conner Ferguson Friday night during the Saints 
29-28 win.


